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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton, also his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  Bro. Rick Hulsey


struggles with his health. Bro. Dennis Nash


in Chestnut Ridge rehab  Sis. Nancy Woods, 


also her mother. Sis. Joyce Green’s mother.


Bro. George and Sis. Wanda Statham


Check the board in the back for others


That I missed. The many that are traveling


 this week. Our expectant mothers, Anna


 Tramell and Alex Bowman 





___________________________________________


Group “C” meeting after the PM Service 


___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11


_________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 1-----David Martin


   Asst. 2-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 3-----George Wilson


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----Garrett Douthitt


2nd Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Read Scripture---Ken Gay


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Roger Pink


Closing Prayer---Grant Hicks 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Brad Bowman


Song Leader-------Matt Jones


2nd Prayer------Rodee Bruns


Read Scripture ---Donny Gilbert


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Lloyd Jackson


Announcements----Roger Pink


Closing Prayer---Ross Statham


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Preston Jackson


 Invitation---Marty Hammond


 Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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 Religion by the Numbers ( R)





"We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work." 


(John 9:4)





     Back in the early fifties some one came up with a craft project known as" painting by numbers". The kit contained a canvas with a detailed scene outline with numbers in each segment and a lot of little bottles of paint with numbers on the tops.  The idea was to 


match the paint numbers with the numbers on the canvas, and if you did so well enough the result was a reasonable facsimile of an oil painting. After doing a few of these, you would begin to feel pretty good 


about yourself as an artist. The only catch was that it took very little skill, no talent, no dedication to the 


finer points of painting and no commitment to achieve anything beyond that. 


      Unfortunately, many who call themselves God's children approach religion and worship as a "by the numbers thing". They see religion and worship as a number of things one must color in and when these 


are accomplished we have a reasonable facsimile of a Christian life. We begin to feel good about ourselves 


as children of God. But, like the "numbers artist", 


there is no real talent developed, no skill at handling God's word, no dedication to the finer points of Christian living and no real commitment to be all we can be in God's service.


       Religion and worship are not about us painting in the blank spaces, it's about God. While we receive benefits from our collective worship (God wants that for us), our focus must be on Him. Jesus said. 


Cont. on page 3








The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Cont from Page 1





"But the hour cometh, and now is when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth". (Jn. 4: 23-24) To worship God in spirit and truth is the real artistry of a Christian. 


    All of our efforts, be it, Sunday AM, Sunday PM, Wednesday PM, a special services or gospel meetings, are designed to conform our lives to "diligently seeking God". We need to use every opportunity to hone our skills in the art of seeking God.


      While speaking about separating the sheep and goats (Matt 7), an event that is going to happen, Jesus said, "And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity". (Matt 7:23) He was talking about people who thought their efforts were what He expected but rather they were in vain.


     As one cannot become a gifted artist without dedication to the art, so one cannot become the gifted child God wants without dedication to the cause of Christ. Paul said it best " Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord ". (1 Cor. 15:58) May we put all of our efforts into "abounding in the work of the Lord" as we strive to serve Him.


			JP


___________________________





Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth. 


(Ps 46:10)














because you have something worthwhile to say and not merely just to say something.  As best you can, tailor-make your sermon to fit your audience so that it will be as timely as possible.  Remember that you are the Lord’s servant and not just holding a job for the brethren.


     Take the time necessary to develop your theme in an orderly and easy-to-follow manner.  This will help your listener concentrate more readily.  Try not to be abusive of “time.”  I am as perturbed as most of you at the brethren who arbitrarily set time limits and expect a man to stop at thirty minutes, regardless.  So, take the time necessary—but when you have finished do not prolong the speech with needless repetition just to be known as a “long-winded preacher.”  A good rule is:  Stand up! Speak up! Shut up!”


     I am sure that much more could be said, and perhaps needs to be.  I hope that this short treatise has been helpful.  But articles for papers also have rules to follow where space is concerned.  Succinctly stated, it is: Sit down! Write down! Shut down!  And so we shall. 


_____________________________


“It’s Hard to be a Christian”





    It’s an often heard statement, an often expressed conviction, an often repeated excuse and an often implied fact.


    It is quite true, it’s hard to be a Christian but it is a thousand times harder to be anything else. The sinner has all the temptations, trials, anxieties and fears that a Christian has and a thousand more.


   Then the Christian has an unlimited supply of light, knowledge, truth, love and hope that the sinner has not.


    Yes, it’s hard to be a Christian but it’s a thousand times harder to be anything else.	_Author Unknown





					





     When I first became a Christian, one of the first problems that faced me centered around that which is the theme of this issue:  How do I properly worship God?  I found it difficult to focus on the Cross during the Lord’s Supper; my mind wandered during prayer and also during the preaching.  In my frustration, I went to a brother in whom I had confidence and tearfully presented my burden.  In the passing of time, I have forgotten the specifics of that helpful conversation, but the opening remark of his reply is stamped indelibly on my mind.  He said, “Young man, worship requires effort!”  I suspect that this is of prime importance in this present discussion.  The effort necessary to focus on the message being presented will be helped if we will consider some suggestions.


     Consider first the thought of preparation.  Preparation for the Passover of the Jews began with the selection of the lamb for sacrifice four days before the actual event (Exodus 12:1-4, 11).  And the day before the Sabbath was called “the preparation,” particularly the final hours of that day (Mark 15:42).  Why not try preparing for the Lord’s Day worship on the day before.  On Saturday evening retire at such an hour that you will be rested and refreshed.  Arise early enough on Sunday morning so that there will be no undue stress precipitated by “rushing around”.  In this way one can arrive at worship in such a frame of mind that concentration on the message will be much easier. In the second place, be cognizant of the purpose of our coming together.  It is not merely “going to church” (our speech sometimes betrays us), but rather our coming together as 





people of God to worship Him, the prescription of which has been given by God Himself.  The New Testament teaches that a portion of the time of assembly was given to the word of exhortation (1 Corinthians 14).  An awareness of this purpose should enhance our ability to focus upon the message preached.  Again, an appeal to an Old Testament example should be helpful.  Read the eighth chapter of Nehemiah.  Israel had returned from captivity, the temple had been rebuilt and the walls of their beloved city restored.  The people assembled as Ezra, the priest, began to read the book of the law in their presence.  He read from “morning until midday…and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law . . .and all the people answered Amen . . .and they bowed their heads and worshipped Jehovah . . .”  Cognizance of purpose precipitated this.  In other words, God, through His servant, is in effect speaking to us.  So, listen up brother!


     Third, in a practical vein, do all that you can to remove the things that can prove distracting during the worship.  Forget the roast that is in the oven for Sunday dinner; or, if you are going out to eat, stop worrying about how long the lines will be at your favorite restaurant.  Make sure that your children visit the restroom before the service begins.  Try to get a moment or two of silent meditation by sitting quietly in your seat before worship begins.  And try to recall that attention to the word is as important as the other elements of the worship.  Your list of things may be longer, but I’m sure you get the idea.


    Then, too, there is much that the speaker can do to contribute to this matter. Permit me now to direct a few things toward “my 


favorite audience.”  First, stand up





Concentrating on God’s Word  reused 112205


By George Lemasters











